
Titus 
“A Call to Sound Doctrine and Good Works” 

 
Theme:   Balancing Theology and Good Works  
 
Author:   The Apostle Paul (1:1) 
 
Recipient: Titus: my true child in our common faith (1:4) who was at 

Crete (1:5) 
 
Date of Writing:  c. A.D. 66 
 
Place of Writing:  Asia Minor (modern Turkey) ? 
 
Major Emphases: 
  

1.  God as Savior  
 
2.  Qualifications for Leaders  
 

 3.  Sound Doctrine   
 
 4.  Silencing False Teachers  
 
 5.  Roles of Men and Women  
 
 6.  Coming of Christ  
 

7.  Doctrine of Regeneration  
 
8.  Good Works   
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Purpose Statement:  Paul wrote to Titus, his son in the faith, in order to instruct him in establishing churches that 
would be properly governed and active in maintaining sound doctrine and good works. 
Key Words:  Faith(ful); Good Works; Sound Doctrine; Savior 
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Introduction to Titus 
“A Call to Sound Doctrine and Good Works” 

 
I. Author 

The author of Titus is Paul the apostle.  This conclusion is supported by 
the text itself (1:1), the internal evidence of theology and language, and 
the external testimony of the overwhelming majority of the Church 
Fathers.  Arguments against Pauline authorship of this book are the same 
as those marshaled against the other two pastoral epistles (e.g. 1 and 2 
Timothy).  There are differences between these three letters and the other 
Pauline epistles.  Those differences, however, are adequately explained 
by the fact that the other letters are written to churches, whereas the 
pastorals (and Philemon) are personal letters written to associates.  
Linguistic differences are probably due to the use of an amanuensis 
(secretary), possibly Luke (c.f. 2 Tim. 4:11) and/or the difference of 
subject matter being addressed.  The extremely personal nature of this 
letter further supports its genuineness as the work of the apostle Paul. 

 
II. Date and Place of Writing  

The historical references of this book fall outside the Book of Acts and 
between Paul’s two Roman imprisonments (Acts 28:30-31; 2 Timothy). 
The events between these two imprisonments may be reconstructed from 
various information throughout the pastoral epistles. 

1. Paul was released from his first imprisonment c. A.D. 62-
63 (Acts 28:30).  

2. He then journeyed to Asia Minor, visiting Ephesus and 
Colossae in the spring and autumn of the same year (1 
Tim. 1:3, Philemon 22) 

3. After leaving Timothy in Ephesus, he traveled to 
Macedonia where he spent the winter (1 Tim. 1:3, Phil. 
2:24) 

4. In A.D. 64 he revisited Asia Minor on his way to Spain 
(Rom. 15:28) 

5. He returned from Spain in A.D. 65-66 and spent some time 
on Crete. 
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6. Sometime later he departed for Asia Minor, leaving Titus 
(A.D. 66). 

7. Shortly after his arrival in Asia Minor, Paul wrote a 
personal letter to Titus (A.D. 66). 

8. Paul spent the winter of A.D. 66/67 in Macedonia in the 
city of Nicopolis where Titus was to rejoin him (2 Tim. 
4:13, Titus 3:12).  

9. Paul was re-arrested in A.D. 66-67 and sent to Rome. 
10. Near the time of his death under Nero’s reign in c. A.D. 

67-68, Paul’s last letter was written (2 Tim. 4:20).  
 
From this brief chronology we can project that Paul wrote Titus 
from Asia Minor perhaps in the summer or autumn of c. A.D. 66.  
 

III. Destination  
This epistle from Paul was written to Titus (1:4) who was laboring to 
organize the local assemblies of believes on the island of Crete (1:5) in 
the Mediterranean Sea.  Crete was an island 146 miles long immersed in 
pagan philosophy.  Located in the Mediterranean near the Aegean Sea, it 
was the mythical birthplace of Zeus and the legendary Minotaur, a half-
bull, half-human monster. 
 

IV. Occasion and Purpose  
Apparently Titus was appointed by the apostle to organize the churches 
in Crete.  Paul seems to have evangelized the island, but could not stay 
long enough to develop local leadership.  Because this was lacking (1:5) 
and false teachers were infiltrating the scattered flocks (1:10-16), Titus 
was summoned to temporarily remain on Crete to “set in order the things 
which are lacking and ordain elders in every city.”  In the midst of little, 
if any, local leadership and the encroachment of false teachers, Paul and 
Titus apparently discussed the task of organizing the churches when they 
were together (1:5), but the letter affirmed Paul’s instructions telling 
Titus both what to do (1:5-16) and what to say (2:1 – 3:11). 
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V. Recipient   

Though he does not appear by name in Acts, Titus is mentioned thirteen 
times in the New Testament (2 Cor. 2:13, 7:6, 13, 14; 8:6, 16; 12:18 
twice; Gal. 2:1, 3; 2 Tim. 4:10; and Titus 1:4).  Titus was a convert from 
a non-Jewish heritage early in Paul’s ministry.  Titus first appears with 
Paul at the Jerusalem Council (Acts 15:2; Gal. 2:1, 3) where he is the 
apostle’s proof that one does not need to become a Jew to be a Christian.  
Later, Titus’ work is related to the Corinthians as he appears as an 
emissary to Paul concerning the Corinthian’s reaction to 1 Corinthains (2 
Cor. 7:16) and as the bearer of the second epistle to them.  We do know 
that Titus has a specific burden for the spiritual welfare of the 
Corinthians (2 Cor. 8:16).  There is little information in the New 
Testament with respect to Titus between A.D. 56 (when he delivered 2 
Corinthians to Corinth) and A.D. 66 (when we find him laboring on 
Crete).  The most distinct biographical note concerning Titus was written 
by Paul when he said that they “walked in the same spirit and in the same 
steps” (2 Cor. 12:18; c.f. also 8:23).  Titus may have rejoined Paul in 
Nicopolis where they spent the winter of A.D. 66-67 (Titus 3:12), and 
accompanied Paul to Rome (2 Tim. 4:10).  The final biographical entry 
notes that Titus was in Dalmatia (2 Tim. 4:10). 
 

VI. Purpose  
It is likely that the church on Crete suffered from two sources: (1) 
visiting Judaizers who mixed law and grace and (2) ignorant Christians 
who abused the grace of God and turned it into license.  Paul had several 
purposes in mind when he wrote: (1) to remind Titus of his work of re-
organizing the church and appointing elders; (2) to warn him about false 
teachers; (3) to encourage him in pastoring the different kinds of people 
in the church; (4) to emphasize the true meaning of grace in the life of the 
Christian; (5) to explain how to deal with church troublemakers; and (6) 
to encourage believers to look for the coming of Christ. 
 

VII. Emphasis  
Several words are repeated in this brief letter, helping us to understand 
the burden that was on Paul’s heart.  Savior occurs six times (1:3, 4; 2:10, 
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13; 3:4, 6).  Good works is a major emphasis (1:16; 2:7, 14; 3:1, 5, 8, 14).  
Saved by grace means saved unto good works.  Christian doctrine and 
Christian living are to be sound (1:9, 13; 2:1-2, 8).  There ought to be a 
life of godliness (1:1 and 2:12), not worldliness.  God’s grace leads a 
person to live a godly life (1:4; 2:11ff; 3:7, 15).  The key verse of the 
book is probably 3:8 – “. . . they which have believed in God might be 
careful to maintain good works.” 
 

VIII. Theme 
The theme of Titus is a call to sound doctrine and good works for the 
church of the Lord Jesus.  Passages occur in this short epistle concerning 
the qualifications and responsibilities of pastors (1:5-9), the ethics of the 
believer (2:1-10), the return of Christ (2:11-14), and the nature of 
salvation (3:3-7).  
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An Outline of Titus 
“A Call to Sound Doctrine” 

 
I.  Sound doctrine and the church’s leadership   1:1-9 

  1.  Greeting      1:1-4 
  2.  The selection and qualification of elders  1:5-9 

II.  Sound doctrine and false worship     1:10-16 
1. The divisive      1:10-11  
2. The deceived      1:12-14 
3. The defiled       1:15-16 

III. Sound doctrine in the lives of certain groups   2:1-15 
1.  Different age groups    2:1-8 
  a.  Older men      2:1-2 
  b.  Older women      2:3-4 
  c.  Younger women     2:4-5 
  d.  Younger men      2:6-8 
2. Slaves       2:9-10 
3.  All persons       2:11-15 
  a.  Proper teaching     2:11-12 
  b.  Proper looking      2:13 
  c.  Proper living      2:14-15 

IV.  Sound doctrine in everyday life      3:1-15 
1.  In the community      3:1-8 
2.  In the church      3:9-11 
3.  In our conduct      3:12-14 
4.  Conclusion       3:15 
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The Role of Men and Women in the Church 
Titus 2:1-8 

 
I.  God has an assignment for older men   2:1-2 
 1.  Be a teacher  2:1  5.  Be sound in the faith  2:2 
 2.  Be sober   2:2  6.  Be loving    2:2 
 3.  Be reverent   2:2  7.  Be patient    2:2 
 4.  Be temperate  2:2 
 
II.  God has an assignment for older women  2:3 
 1.  Be reverent     3.  Be sober  
 2.  Be truthful     4.  Be a teacher 
 
III.  God has an assignment for younger women  2:4-5 
 1.  Love your husband         2:4  
 2.  Love your children    2:4 
 3.  Be self-controlled     2:5  
 4.  Be pure      2:5 
 5.  Be a homemaker     2:5 
 6.  Be good      2:5 
 7.  Be subject to your own husband  2:5 
 
IV.  God has an assignment for younger men  2:6-8 
 1.  Be sober      2:6  3.  Be sound in doctrine  2:7 
 2.  Be a good example    2:7  4.  Be sound in speech  2:8 
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